Summary: Severe potassium permanganate poisoning (more than 10 g of potassium permanganate) is invariably associated with massive systemic upset and death. Multiple organ damage has been recognized as an inevitable consequence of such an overdose, although pancreatitis has not been previously reported. Death due to cardiovascular collapse and profound hypotension is a common end point in those who reach hospital, but the pathogenesis is uncertain. We report a case of haemorrhagic pancreatitis following an overdose of potassium permanganate and suggest that this complication may be an unrecognized factor contributing to the extremely high mortality rate associated with this condition.
Introduction
Potassium permanganate has widespread topical use in conditions such as psoriasis and athletes' foot. This makes it readily available as an agent of attempted suicide and a frequent culprit in accidental consumption, typically by children.
When taken orally, potassium permanganate has been found to result in hepatic and renal damage.' The 
